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Don’t take All must join 
black vote the #MeToo 
for granted moment 


X Kristen Jordan 
Shamus: Don’t 
celebrate yet. 9A 


X Rochelle Riley: 
This is a wake-up 
call for Dems. 9A 
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GOP not sad 
as it deals 
with fallout 
from vote in 
Alabama 


Steve Peoples and Alan Fram 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - Weary national Republi- 
cans breathed a collective sigh of relief on 
Wednesday, a day after voters knocked out 
their own party’s scandal-plagued candidate 
in deep-red Alabama. Yet all is not well in a 
party confronted with new rounds of infight- 
ing and a suddenly shrinking Senate majority 
heading into next year’s midterm elections. 

A semi-humbled President Donald Trump 
conceded that Roy Moore’s loss was not his 
preferred outcome. He said he “would have 
liked to have had the seat” and an important 
Senate vote as GOP lawmakers scratch for 
legislative victories. 

But he also acknowledged, “A lot of Repub- 
licans feel differently. They feel very happy 
about the way it turned out.” 

Indeed, it was easy to find establishment- 
minded Republicans — in and out of Wash- 
ington — who cheered Moore’s loss as the im- 
pact of the Alabama stunner echoed through- 
out the political world. 

The prospect of a high-profile Republican 


See REPUBLICANS, Page 9A 
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It was easy to find establishment- 
minded Republicans who cheered 
Moore’s loss as the impact of the 
Alabama stunner echoed through- 
out the political world. 
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Loretta Cyrus, 41, holding a photo of her and her then-young daughter, is counting 


the days until Alana is back in Westland for the holidays. MAND! WRIGHT/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


GIFT OF LIFE 


Mom who put child’s life first awaits 
holiday joy with planned homecoming 


Georgea Kovanis Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


hey missed Halloween and Thanksgiving, 

but her oldest daughter is coming home to 

Westland for Christmas and 41-year-old Lo- 
retta Cyrus couldn't be happier. XThat’s because 
Loretta’s amom and moms tend to like having their 
kids home for the holidays. But also because for a 
long time in life it was just the two of them and not 
being together would feel very wrong. X Even after 
Loretta married and had another daughter, it was 
still, in some ways, just the two of them. Loretta 
and Alana. Alana and Loretta. They had shared a 
life to which the others had not been privy, a life 
that began with a sacrifice — one that some people 
admired and others thought was downright nuts. 
X Twenty three years ago, in December 1994, Loret- 
ta — barely 18 and known as Loretta Pullins — was 
pregnant and just diagnosed with cancer, Hodg- 
kin’s lymphoma. And when doctors suggested she 
end her pregnancy in order to receive radiation and 
chemotherapy, treatment that would almost surely 
save her life but do irreparable harm to her fetus, 
Loretta refused. 


See LORETTA, Page 10A 


Though some people 
say she was foolish to 
risk her life by not 
having an abortion, 
Loretta says she had no 
other choice. During her 
chemotherapy 
treatments Loretta lost 
her hair and was too 
sick to care for Alana. 
ROBERT ST. JOHN/DETROIT 
FREE PRESS 


More inside: 


X How Loretta’s journey 
began. 10A 
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‘Nothing 
to be 
angry 
about’ 


Falsely convicted Detroiter is 
free after serving 28 years 


Tresa Baldas Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


After serving 28 years in prison for a crime 
he didn’t commit, Bernard Young sat in a 
courtroom Wednesday wearing a silver cross 
as a symbol of his faith, beaming as he heard 
the words he has long waited to hear: Your 
case is dismissed. 

And he wasn't bitter, or angry. 

Rather, the mild-mannered man who was 
wrongfully convicted of child molestation 
smiled, hugged his lawyer, then walked over 
to his sister — the driving force behind his 
years-long fight for justice who brought him 
to this day. 

“It’s all over. It’s all over. Thank you my an- 
gel. God is with us,” Young said to his crying 
sister as the two embraced in the courtroom. 

Before the hearing, the mostly gray-haired 
Young stressed that he harbors no ill will to- 
ward anyone. 

“There’s nothing to be angry about,” Young 
told the Free Press while sitting next to his fi- 
ancee in the courtroom. “I feel good. I feel 
blessed.” 

He added: “God always told me, ‘Be happy. 
He’s got me in hand.” 


See YOUNG, Page 13A 


WINTER WONDERLAND METRO, 4A 


Students in Detroit walk home after being 
dismissed early Wednesday. Snow blanketed 
the metro area, snarling traffic and closing 
schools. Expect a slow morning commute. 
ROMAIN BLANQUART/DETROIT FREE PRESS 
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Weather 


High 22° X Low 22° 
Flurries. Forecast, 2A 
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USA TODAY 


Republicans have tax cut deal, but 
Democrats want to stall 2A 
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“HIGHEST IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
WITH DEALER SERVICE AMONG 
MASS MARKET BRANDS '” 


BUICK.COM 


2017 BUICK 
LACROSSE PREFERRED 


458,000 


PURCHASE ALLOWANCE” 


‘Buick received the highest numerical score among mass market brands in the J.D. Power 2014-2015, 2017 U.S. Customer Service Index (CSI) Studies. 2017 study based on 70,342 total responses, measuring customer satisfaction with dealer and non-dealer service among 19 mass 


market brands during the first 3 years of ownership, surveyed October-December 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit }dpower.com. 
details. ©2017 General Motors. All rights reserved. Buick® LaCrosse® 


2Excludes 1SV models. Not compatible with special financing, lease and some other offers. Take delivery by 1/2/18. See participating dealer for 


DF-0000332387 


